
Springfield DELCO Stamp Club                                          January News Letter 

Well, December certainly was a very difficult and ultimately sad month. First, the post office failed to delivery our 

December newsletter on a timely basis, so we postponed the meeting from the 9
th

 to the 16
th.

 Then, Mother Nature threw a 

monkey wrench into the works. What a snow storm! A real December blizzard! So, we rescheduled to the 30
th.

 Then came 

the terrible news that Bob Clancy passed on Christmas Eve from a combination of Covid 19 and Kidney failure.  
 

Bob was a wonderful friend and a stalwart member of the club for many, many years. Always punctual, always cheerful, 

always ready to lend a helping hand, always ready to provide insight, always ready to volunteer his time and effort, always 

ready to provide sound advice, always a solid block of granite there for all of us to depend upon. Bob will be sorely missed. 

Though he will no longer sit at his favorite spot at the far left end of the left-hand table, I am sure that he will always be 

with us in spirit.  
 

We held a minute of silence for our newly departed brethren, Bob Clancy and Alan Newman who, sadly, passed from us in 

August. On a happier note, Paul Kelly reports that he is much improved and is now able to see and to work on his stamp 

collection. He expects to be released from rehab within the next few weeks after an almost two month siege. Gene Redco is 

also recovering from very painful back problems that have immobilized him at time. We wish them both a full and speedy 

recovery. 
 

Fifteen hearty souls showed up for our December 30 meeting despite the cold weather and the surge in virus cases. Frank 

Prendiville arranged the room to protect us from the virus and allow us to enjoy the meeting. He also fetched and served the 

food from Romarco’s Italian Restaurant.  We had a very nice dinner supplemented with chocolate layer cake from Sage 

Diner and a champagne toast to the New Year.  We approved the Club’s purchase of a complete set of 2020 Scott Catalogs, 

including both a U S Specialized Catalog and a Scott Classic Catalog, which will be available for use by the members. It is 

certainly a needed update to our research library. 

 

Lou Ricker presented three one-page show-and-tells. First, a 1921 Saar Railway Freight Stamp illegally used to frank a 

postcard mailed from Volkingen to Saarbrucken. It initially avoided detection, but the letter had to be forwarded at which 

point the illegality was discovered and the letter was assessed 20 Pfg. postage due. Second, a German Feldpost cover mailed 

from Danzig, in late 1939, to Chemnitz. Contrary to usual wartime security, the otherwise mute Feldpost cancel bore a 

designation of origin “dzg” which of course gave away the position of the sender’s military unit.  Third, a German East 

Africa three rupee Yacht type stamp used on piece bearing the cancel “Deutsche Feldpost Taveta 12.6.15.” Taveta is located 

in Kenya and that area was the only portion of the British Empire ever occupied by Germany during the Great War.  
 

We had a really nice auction. The action was hot and heavy at times. Eleven of the fourteen bidders present at the meeting 

and five proxy bidders were successful. The member support of our auction program is quite remarkable. The ten percent 

auction commission finances our dinners and pays the Club’s other expenses. Thank you SELLERS,  and a big THANK 

YOU to all the executive committee and all the other Club members who perform the work necessary to keep the club 

functioning.  
 

The January 13 and January 27 auction lists are enclosed. There is a good deal of first class material available at very 

reasonable starting prices. Please do not forget to send proxy bids to Bruce by phone (610 931 7591) or email 

(blord2283@aol.com). Please don’t forget to bring show and tell presentations. We have one or two lined up for the 

January meetings already. 
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